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IN THE JUSTICE COURTS, 
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

Modification of the COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Harris County  
Justice Courts to Allow for the Resumption of In-Person Proceedings 

Dear Judge Schaffer, 

In accordance with the Supreme Court of Texas’ Thirty-Sixth Emergency Order, which allows the 
Justice Courts to conduct in-person proceedings if the Local Administrative Judge adopts 
minimum standard health protocols for court proceedings that will be employed in all courtrooms 
and throughout all public areas of the court buildings and an in-person proceeding schedule, we 
submit to you for your approval this modification of the COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Harris 
County Justice Courts.  

1. The Harris County Justice Courts will continue to use reasonable efforts to conduct dockets
remotely and will allow or require anyone involved in any hearing or other proceeding of
any kind to participate remotely, such as by teleconferencing, videoconferencing, or other
means, where practical and as appropriate.

2. Not all courts will begin holding in-person hearings or other proceedings immediately. The
decision of when to begin is up to each individual court and judge. Individual participants
should check with their specific court to determine if in-person hearings are being held. In
the event a hearing or other proceeding is scheduled for an in-person setting, upon request
and good cause shown by a participant, the court will permit the participant to appear and
participate remotely.

3. Each court will ensure compliance with the minimum standard health protocols adopted 
under the Modification of the COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Harris County Judiciary 
District Courts, County Courts at Law and Probate Courts to Allow for the Resumption of 
In-Person Proceedings (ATTACHED) and with the capacity/occupancy limits set forth by 
the Harris County Fire Marshal.

4. Courts will continue to require every participant in any proceeding to alert the court if the
participant has, or knows of another participant who has (i) COVID-19 or a symptom of
COVID-19, to include fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, congestion or
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runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea; or (ii) recently been in close contact with a 
person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 or is exhibiting the symptoms described 
herein.  

5. Prior to a Justice Court scheduling a jury proceeding for an in-person setting, the court will
seek approval from the Local Administrative Judge and comply with the provisions
applicable to jury proceedings contained in the Supreme Court’s Thirty-Sixth Emergency
Order.

6. Finally, the reduce the threat of contracting or passing the COVID-19 virus, the courts
continue to encourage all litigants and/or defendants to file civil filings and certain criminal
filings through EFILETEXAS.gov, or utilize such other means as each individual court
may permit, and dispose of any criminal matters as appropriate via the Justice Courts’
website at www.jp.hctx.net.

Based on this submission, we as the Harris County Justice Courts, will resume any in-person 
hearings on March 22, 2021 unless we hear from you that this plan has not been approved. Thank 
you for your guidance in adopting the minimum health standards, and please let us know if we can 
be of any further assistance. 

SIGNED this 18th day of March, 2021. 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
Hon. Eric William Carter, Presiding Judge Hon. David Patronella 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 1, Place 1 Justice of the Peace - Precinct 1, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas Harris County, Texas 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
Hon. Jo Ann Delgado Hon. George Risner 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 2, Place 1 Justice of the Peace - Precinct 2, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas Harris County, Texas 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
Hon. Joe Stephens Hon. Lucia Bates 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 3, Place 1 Justice of the Peace - Precinct 3, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas Harris County, Texas 

________________________________  ________________________________ 
Hon. Lincoln Goodwin Hon. Laryssa Korduba 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 4, Place 1 Justice of the Peace - Precinct 4, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas Harris County, Texas 
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________________________________   ________________________________ 
Hon. Israel B. García, Jr.     Hon. Jeff Williams 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 5, Place 1  Justice of the Peace - Precinct 5, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas     Harris County, Texas 
 
 
________________________________   ________________________________ 
Hon. Victor Treviño III     Hon. Angela D. Rodriguez 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 6, Place 1  Justice of the Peace - Precinct 6, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas     Harris County, Texas 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
Hon. Wanda E. Adams     Hon. Sharon M. Burney 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 7, Place 1  Justice of the Peace - Precinct 7, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas     Harris County, Texas 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
Hon. Holly Williamson, Co-Presiding Judge  Hon. Louie Ditta 
Justice of the Peace - Precinct 8, Place 1  Justice of the Peace - Precinct 8, Place 2 
Harris County, Texas     Harris County, Texas 
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